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The Importance of the Office of a Fuftice of Peace, with the Qualifications 
necefJary for its due Difcharge. 
2-------------------- With an equal Scale, 
He weighs th’ Offences hetesiat Rdan and Man ; 
He is not footh'd with Adulation, : 
Nor mov'd with Tears, to wreft the Courfe of Fuftice 
Into an unjuft Current, t° opprefs th’ Innocent ; 
Nor does be make the Laws punifb the Man, : 
But in the Man the Cau/e. SwEnam. 


HERE iis {carce any Office in the Kingdom more ancient or extenfive than 

| that of a Juftice of the Peace. It may at leoft be traced as fer back as the 

Time of King Epwarp III. But there were Officers in the Nature of 

Juftices of the Peace, called Confervators of the Peace, long before that Prince’s 
Reign. 

TueiRr Jurifdidion is fo various, and extends to fuch a Multiplicity of Cafes, as to fill 
many Folios, of a certain Profeffion equally famous for their Volubility of Tongue, and 
voluminous Writings. They have in particular, as Juftices of the Peace, a very ample 
Jurifdition in all Matters concerning the Peace. And hence it has been held by fome 
of the long Robe, that not only Affaults and Batteries, but Libels, Barretry, and 
common Night-walking, haunting Bawdy-Houfes, and the like Offences, which have a 
dire& Tendency to caufe Breaches of the Peace, fall within their Cognizance, as 
Trefpaffes within the proper and natural Meaning of the Word. 

Ir is evident, that a Magiftrate of fuch extenfive Jurifdiction, may, by the due 
Exercife of his Office, diffufe his beneficial Influence far and wide, or do thé Public 
unknown Mifchief, by not difcharging it aright. 

Tur Poets tell us, that Devcation and Pyrrwa, re-peopled the World after the 
Deluge, by throwing Stones over their Shoulders, which inftantly fpfang up into Men 
and Women. I could with that modern Times would either not mimick, or could 
fuccefsfully imitate the Fable. But I have often been a Witnefs to the Elevation of 
infenfible Stocks, which yet did not make them reafonable Creatures. 


It muft needs adminifter a fublime Pleafure to every honeft Breaft, that this 
flourithing Province affords no Inftance of this Nature : Such is our public Virtue, and 
the Care, Capacity and Reputation of our Magiftrates. | 
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Pur dainot; Raweves, be denied, that a Weight and Influence with the Vulgar, do 

net immediately qualify a Man for a Juftice of the Peace. For my Part I humbly 

conceive (faving the Judgment of my Superiors) that the faid fathionable Qualifications 

"might be difpens’d with, without any Detriment to the Country, for thofe more ruftic and 

ungenteel Ones, of being a Man of Fpiorne, Learning, Impartiality and Refojution, 


lad { tenAlblé foie Perfons will expeat an Apology for my making Conjcience a nectffary 
Ingredient in the Character of a Juftice of the Peace, when it is fo rarely infifted upon 
in Officers of greater Diftinftion. But as I have the Misfortune to be a little fingular 
in my Opinions, I am not abfolutely.convinc’d, that a confcientious virtuous Juttice, 
would, barely upon that Account, do any confiderable Mifchief to the Publick: Ir 
might, I own, make him appear 4 little fingular, and perhaps create him the II]-Wiill of 
shale of his Brethren who citeem’d it an Infringment on their Prerogative ; but thea he 
might eafily afluage their Anger, by thewing that it was originally an Appendant of his 
Office, and by that Means refcue. himfelf from the Charge. of langeation, and the 
greater Guilt of Integrity and’ a good Confcience. 


So great a Veneration had the ancient Greets for a Man of Virtue and Piety, that 
altho’ no Perfon’s Rank or Condition exempted him from bearing public Offices, yct his 
* Courfe of Life and Behaviour did. For if any Man led a loofe and diflolute Life, he 
was thought unworthy of the mcaneft Employment in the State ; it being conceived 
improbable, that a Perfon incapable of behaving himfelf fo as to gain Reputation in 
private Life, thould be able to demean himéelf prudently in a public Station ; or that 
he who had neglected his own Concerns, or failed in the Management of them, fhould 
be capable of undertaking public Bufinefs, and providing for the Common Wealth. 
For ‘this Reafon, before any Man was admitted to a public Employment, he was 
obliged to give dn Account of himfelf, and his paft Condu&, to certain Judges in the 
Forum, which was the Place appointed for his Examination. Nor was this alone 
thought fufficient : For tho’ at this Time they pafs’d the Trial with Credit, yet the 
firft § ordinary A@embly after their Election, they were a fecond Time brought to tie 
Teh ; when, if my Thing fcandalous was made out againft them, they were deprived 





of . 

* ee an inviolable Regard to the Voice of Confcience, an Officer’s Refped 
Lah fatyrally be bounded by his own perfonal Intereft ; or, if he prefers Honour 
Riches, inftead of extending his View to the public Emolumert, he is wrapt up in the 
Contemplation of his own Grandeur. He is in Poft, and that fatters his Ambition; 
or, burried away in the Purfuit of his own Elevation, he tramples upon the Happines 
of thofe whole Interefts are intrufted to his Care. Your queer con{cientious Fellow, 
on the Contrary, is ever and anon ruminating on his Duty. He cannot facrifice the 
Public to his private Intereft, without difturbing his inward ‘Tranquility and Repole 
” He inviolably obferves the noble Precept of Prato, /o to watch the Safety of the Posples 
as te aim all bis Adtions to that Mark, while be forgets his own Advantage. Heace it th 
that Friends and Foes meet with the fame Treatment, and he acts as tho’ he wert 
utterly void of natural Affeétion. Nay, he thinks it his Duty to divett him(elf of 
himfelf ; and to immolate his own Inclinations on the Altar of the Law. He confiders 
himfelf a Terror to Evil-Doers ; and on the leaft Suggeftion of Partiality in favour of 9 
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) old Friend, or a Bottle Companion, his Oath founds dreadfal in his Ear. He is, in 
fine, a ftubborn, inflexible, incorruptible Creature, that will not perjure himfelf for Love 
; nor Money, notwithftanding all the Precedents that might be produced in’ his 
| Juftification. It affects me with fingular Delight that we can boaft (© great a Number 
of Magiftrates of this amiable Character. 


» 4 Tue Want of a competent Education in a Magiftrate, is an incredible Prejudice to 
the Community. Ignorantia mater erroris, faid, an eminent Lawyer. A Man may |, ger is 


really intend well, and exert his utmoft Efforts for the public Good ; but ftill, if he be 

: unacquainted with his own Power and Duty, fruitlefs and unavailing are his moft ue por 
, generous Wifhes, and in the Language of the Apoftle, He bears the Sword in vain. A 

f Senfe of his Incapacity renders him timorous and diffident, and frequently deters him 

: from proceeding right, thro’ an Apprehenfion that he is going wrong. It moreover 


; debafes the Grandeur of his Funétion, and fubjects it to popular Odium and Contempt. 
Mankind have a ftrong Averfion againft fubmitting to Perfons ef inferior Capacity, and 
a riveted Notion that their Superiors ought to furpafs them as well in Knowledge as 
in Authority. 


; A MacisrraTe ought at leaft to have a general Idea of the Laws of his Country, 
and a more particular Acquaintance with thofe relating to his own Office. With fuch 
a Stock of Knowlege he will be able, as well as willing, to affert his Prerogative, 
: nor fuffer an Offender to efcape, for fear of becoming criminal himfelf. The Sight of 
an illiterate Magiftrate, never fails to put me in mind of Mr. Gay's Monkey with 
his Sword and Perriwig. But how great is our Happinefs, that all our Juftices can 
both read and write, either in theis proper Perfons, or by their Proxies, their Spoules! 


, IMPARTIALITY is another effential Ingredient in the Charaéter of a Magiftrate. 
‘ For if he follows any other Rule than that of his own Reafon and Judgment ; or fulfers 
‘ himfelf to be blinded by Favour or Animofity, how precarious our Property, how 
t defencelefs our Perfons ! The moft falutary Laws may be perverted thro’ his Prejudice, 
¢ and the ftrongeft Bulwark of our Liberty thrown down, or Jeap’d over. On the 
© Contrary, a Man acting from impartial Motives, will fo take Care of the whole 
collective Body, as not to ferve the Intereft of one Party, to the Prejudice or 


) Neglect of the reft. But it is beyond Expreffion fatal to a Community, to have 
3 the Adminiftration of Juftice committed to Men fway’d by Prejudice, and refigning 
thofe Guides which Nature has given them for their Direction, to their own intemperate 


Zeal, or the Dictates of a Party. A Man acting in the Capacity of a Judge, ought to 
i, diveft himfelf of all Biafs, and, as it were, to gunthilete his own Paflions. His Oath, 
his Honour, his Country, demand impartial difinterefted Juftice. He ought to drop the 


| ‘ 

: Man whenever he affurmes the Judge, and know nothing of the Perfons litigant, but 

that they are Parties to the Controverfy before him. To pervert Juftice, ‘which like 

. the liberal Light of Heaven ought to fhine equally on all, for the Gratification of . 


. a perfonal Pique, is the utmoft Degradation of human Nature, and the moft villainous 
: Revenge that can be conceived. 

f Witnour Refolution and Intrepidity, all other Qualifications will be of little Avail. 
$ A Man may be hone, wife, and impartial; but if he is fearful and pufillanimous, he 
a will lie dormant and inative, when thee is the greateftdNeceflity for exerting bimfelf. 
a Some Magittrates, tho’ honeftly difpofed, have neglected their Duty for fear of 
being traduced by malignant Calumniators. I will not mention thofe whe @and in 
more Awe of a Band of Carmen, than of an armed Hoft ; becaufe that proceeds not f 
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much from natural Timidity, as a more political Reafon. But Men, who voluntarily 
fcreen themifelves from ufeful Offices, or neglect their Duty, to avoid the Reflections that 
may be caft upon them by vulgar Tongues, fhould confider, that the Duty we owe ou 
Country, is not to be difpens’d with thro’ Fear of a little undeferved Reproach. They 
fhould difdain thus to bury their Talents, for the fake of paffing their Days in a Kind of 
living Death ; or to refign the Prize of Glory, in the Service of the Common Weal, for 
a cowardly Indolence, anc the infipid Joys of foft Retirement, and a felfith Repofe. 


--An. empty Form, 

Vain is the Virtue, that amid the Shade 
Lamenting lias, with future Schemes amus'd, 
While Wickednefs and Folly, kindred Powers, 
Confound the World. 


A Man of Refolution will {pring into AGiion, and check the Torrent of Vice and 
Licentioufnels, in Defiance of Reproach and Infamy. Slander in fuch a Cafe is real 
Glory, and Afperfion and Oppofition prefent Renown and immortal Fame. 


Ir is a Kind of Tribute which every Man muft expect to pay for his Integrity. It 
is a fiery Purgatory thro’ which the beft of Men muft pafs ; but then it refines their 
Characters, and augments the Luftre of their Names. For in the End, they mutt be 
triumphant. When Fasivs would not come to a Battle with Hawnipat, but 
endeavoured to weary him out by Delays, he was abufed by his Countrymen, reproached 
with Cowardice; and called Cwn@ater, the Delayer. But afterwards, his Conduct, 
which Experience evinced to be equally admirable and fuccefsful, procured him ur‘verfal 
Commendation. Thus, Intrepidity and Perfeverance in our Duty, will at laft difarm 
Malice itfelf, and flop the venemous Mouth of Envy. Our greateft Traducers will 
applaud our Refolution, and biuth that ever they were our Enemies. Befides, Integrity 
is a conftant Support of Courage; and the Teftimony of a good Confcience, the beft 
Cordial for the Wounds of Obloquy. 

+ Fuftum & tenacem propefiti Virum, 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium ; 
Non Vultus inflantis Tyranni 
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